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Perseverance is a virtue that is embodied in every success. 

It can be observed daily in the life of a high school student 

who take aim at graduating as well as in the life of a mentor 

who challenges and supports that student to succeed. Yet 

before success can be tasted, a decision must be made to 

act and to overcome whatever may get in the way. It is at 

that exact point where character is built and the ability to 

persevere grows stronger. 

2007 was a year of perseverance for Colorado Youth at Risk.  

With the looming realization that expenses were climbing 

and revenues not keeping pace, action was required during 

the year by our staff and volunteers to “right the ship”. Many 

of you answered the call for help and donated your time 

and treasure to help ensure the long term viability of our 

organization. Success resulted and the foundation upon 

which CYAR sits – our community – grew stronger while the 

character of our organization was enhanced.  

In December of 2007, one of the founders of Colorado Youth 

at Risk, Patti Bennett, took the helm as Executive Director. 

She brings over 15 years of experience with the organization 

as well as a deep passion for the youth in our community. 

Her strong leadership has already shown immeasurable 

significance as we move toward the future.    

I encourage you to take time and read this report. I believe 

you will feel a sense of pride for the organization and realize 

the positive impact that Colorado Youth at Risk has had 

on so many lives. I would like to thank you for being a part 

of the growing community of volunteers, mentors, donors, 

youth, and interested individuals that make up the fabric 

of Colorado Youth at Risk. Lastly, I would like to encourage 

you to continue to be committed to our organization and to 

share in the success of the many youth that we serve. 

Thank you,

Alec Rhodes

2008 Chair, Board of Directors

Robert Arciniago, President/Chairman of the Board
President/CEO, CRA Financial Services, Inc.; Chair, Latino Advisory Committee and Board 
Member, Better Business Bureau Foundation; Co-Chair, Membership Committee, Board 
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CO; Tutor, Cole Middle School, Mentor, CYAR, PR Committee YouthBiz
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Mission

Colorado Youth 

at Risk empowers 

teenage students to 

make life choices 

that positively 

impact their future 

through community 

based mentoring and 

intensive training.

Colorado Youth at Risk

Colorado Youth at Risk was founded 

in 1993 by a group of dedicated, 

passionate community members in 

response to the growing issue of youth 

violence and rising high school drop 

out rates in Denver.  Since then, 

Colorado Youth at Risk has served more 

than 2,500 young people and trained 

more than 750 mentors, changing 

the lives of some of Denver’s most 

marginalized youth. Colorado Youth at 

Risk provides quality training that 

is proven to make a powerful impact, 

not only in the lives of the youth it 

serves but the adult mentor as well.

Programs 

Steps Ahead for Youth

Designed to support ninth grade students that are at risk 

for dropping out of high school, Steps Ahead is a year long 

community based mentoring program. Students participate in 

monthly structured workshops with a community of mentors and 

youth and one on one mentoring. The program is further unique 

because it includes a residential launch course retreat.

Touchstone Leadership

The Touchstone Leadership Program was created for 10th 

to 12th grade students who have already completed Steps 

Ahead. Touchstone focuses on bringing the youth back to 

the foundation skills they have learned while providing an 

environment to use these skills as they plan for the future. 

The program also emphasizes leaderships skills, community 

service, grades, college preparation, graduation, interviewing 

skills, tutoring and career development projects.
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New Student 
Sustainers 2007
Committed to donating 
$2500 each year for 5 years

David Williams

 

New Graduation
Sponsors 2007
Committed to donating 
$5,000 each year for 5 
years

David Rolfe

Eric Miller, Laser 

Technology, Inc.

 

New Bold Leaders 2007
Committed to donating 
$1000 each year for 5 years

Yuko Aoyagi

Kevin Duncan

Brett Ford

Mark & Marsha Giordano

Terry Granger

Dan Grooters

Doug Haeussner

Daniel Klowden

Laura Love

David Luebke

Pete Metropulos

Rick Meyer

Johann Rowan

Claudia VanOrden

Katrina Wallingford

Bryan Wright

Scott & Linda Zirbel

 

Foundations
Anschutz Family 
Foundation

Anschutz Foundation

Charles Schwab Corp. 
Foundation

Colorado Children's Cam-
paign

Denver Foundation

DTC Rotary Club

ECA Foundation, Inc.

Liberty Gives Foundation

Qwest Foundation

Rollie R. Kelley Family

Rose Foundation

State of Colorado Grant

The Community Founda-
tion

Wells Fargo Foundation

Wild Rose United Church

Youth Opportunity Founda-
tion

Corporate Partners
Agilutions Consulting, LLC

Air Pollution Testing, Inc.

Anderson Steel Erectors, 
Inc.

B. Gardening, LLC

Becton Dickson & CO.

Cardel Master Builder, Inc

CH2MHill

CM Yates Real Estate

Consultants

Colorado Capital Bank  

Colorado Rockies Baseball 

Club

Colorado State Bank & Trust

Community Shares of 

Colorado 

CRA Financial Services

Eaton, Cole, LLC

Ehrhardt Keefe Steiner & 

Hottman, PC

EnCana

George Washington High 
School

Good Search

Great-West Life

Greenhouse Partners 

Scholars

Hi Country Sign Service

Holland & Hart

I Give

IBM Employee Ser Cen

Icon Gala Awards

Intra Financial

Jennison Associates, LLC

Kaiser Permanente

Kutak Rock

Meridian Golf Management 

Company

Merrill Lynch Houston

Microsoft Corporation

Mile High Real Estate Valu-

ations, Inc.

Mile High United Way

Minor & Brown PC

MoonDance Botanicals

Mountain Financial, LLC

 Now & Zen Productions, 

LLC

 Ocean, LLC

Oppenheimer Funds Inc.

Park Meadows Holdings

Pelligrini Solutions, Inc

Premier Mortgage Funding, 

LLC

REI Charitable Action 

Campaign

Rothgerber Johnson & 

Lyons, LLP

Sababa Corporation

Saint John's Cathedral

Stockamp & Associates

Sun Group Matching

TIAA CREF

Tinaa, LLC

United Advertising Corp.

United Airlines Work Place 

Giving

Verizon

Annual Report Design
Amanda Villalobos

Thank you all!
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Ninth grade is a crucial 

year for students – 64% of students 

who drop out leave before their sophomore year.

In Denver, only 38% of Latino boys and 51% of 
Latina girls graduated; only 47% of black males 
graduated and 59% of black females; 53% of white
males graduated and 70% of white females.

Denver’s graduation rates 

lag behind national 

averages. Nationwide, 58% of Latino students 

graduated high school, along with 53% of African 

American students, and 76% of white students.  

Research demonstrates 

that youth who are in 

mentoring relationships 

show improved school attendance, have 

better attitudes towards school, and an increased chance 

of going to college.

Colorado has the second highest dropout rate in 

the nation.

Students in urban school districts like Denver 
Public Schools are 34% 

less likely to graduate 

than students in suburban 

districts. 

Students who do not graduate from high school cost 

taxpayers money through social programs such as 

unemployment, welfare, health care, and through costs 

associated with our criminal justice system. One 

high school dropout can 

be expected to cost the 

public over $200,000 over 

the course of his or her 

life.   

1	 Colorado Youth for a Change, 
2007

2	 Colorado Department of 
Education, Class of 2006 
Graduation Data

3	 America’s Promise, Cities in 
Crisis, 2008

4 	Ibid
5 Piton Foundation, 2007
6 	Jekielek, S. et al, Mentoring: A 

Promising Strategy for Youth 
Development, Child Trends 
Research, 2002

7 	United States Department of 
Eduction, 2007
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Patti James
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Joe Mauro
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When Manual High school 
reopened in the Fall of 2007 
Colorado Youth at Risk 
was eager to continue our 
relationship with the Manual 
community.  We returned to 
Manual High school as an 
integral partner and provided 
the Steps Ahead for Youth 
program to 46 freshman 
students.  

Colorado Youth at Risk 
launched 3 Steps Ahead 
for Youth programs during 
the same year for the first 
time ever. Since 1996 we 
have launched one or two 
programs per year and 2007 
was the first time we launched 
three programs in one year, 
beginning the mentoring of 
127 youth. 

Due to our participation 
with the Youth Mentoring 
Collaborative, through the 
Department of Strategic 
partnerships with the City and 
County of Denver, we were able 
to transition our database.  
The web-based database 
designed by Civicore gives us 
better capabilities to track, 
report and manage volunteer, 
youth and donor information.

Colorado Youth at Risk 
increased the number of youth 
served in Touchstone by 89%.

Colorado Youth at Risk logged 
21,147 hours, which amounts 
to an in-kind contribution 
of $396,455. This is the 
equivalent of 10 full time 
employees.

Patti Bennett, co-founder of 
the organization and 16 year 
program director of Colorado 
Youth at Risk transitioned 
into the position of Executive 
Director.  Hollen Ferrendelli 
stepped down as the Executive 
Director in December. Colorado 
Youth at Risk is grateful for 
everything Hollen provided 
while in this position.   
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$29,999-$25,000
 Michael McLaughlin

 

$24,999-$15,000
 Joan Brennan

 

$14,999-$10,000
Bob & Melinda Coleman

Jerry Glauser

 

$9999 - $5000
 CiCi Runge

 

$4999-$1000
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Carol & Tim Lovseth

Adam & Christine Mack-
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Scott & Linda Zirbel *

Tom Zeiler

 

$999-$500
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Patti Bennett
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Richard Diamond
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Adam Giammarinaro

Ann Harrison

Kristine Huddle

Sue Kilgore

Bill Kirton

Michelle Klein

Sudhir Kudva

Jon & Lori Lantz

Jason Lawrence

Dave Luker

Chris Lynn

Michael Martin

Dan McMahon*

Maureen McNamara

Glenna Norvelle *

Ryan Prall

Quentin Robb

Hanna Steplewska *

Melissa Turner

Matt Willis

Kathryn Wilson *

* Bold Leaders
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Fran Coet
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Eugene Copel&

Linda Diefendorf

William Donahue

Darby Donohue

Allen Ellison

John Forbes

Don Hartmann

Barry Hirschfeld

Lydia Holzman

Stuart Hutchins

Stephen Kaplan

Christopher Leach

Angela Leach

Bob Leino

Kenneth Miller

Leysa Morris-Noone

Bethany Mulhall

Honey Niehaus

John Oakes

Jon Roberts

Keith Robertson

Mike Roque

Robert Rubey

Amu Rubin

Monique Stemper

Debra Schwartz

Jimmy Shanfield

Robert Shea

Izzy Sonenreich

Mary Strizek

Kenneth Wiig
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Robin Dee Allen
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Anthony Wright
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Polly Sue Artim

Thomas Barnes

Connor Barry

Joyce Biggio

Lynda Black

Dennis Hugh Boedewig

Justin Borus

Gene Bouchillon

Sarah Bourgraf
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Scott Beach  my story 5

When I decided to be a mentor almost 2 years ago never 

in my wildest imagination did I think that I would get so 

much out of it.  My experiences with CYAR have not only 

made me realize how much one person can accomplish 

within a community, but how being a part of someone’s 

life and watching them grow in maturity, responsibility, 

and confidence every day is so rewarding.

The two years I have spent with Erik have been some of 

the most rewarding years of my life.  I’ve seen him turn 

into a young man that now realizes his future is as bright 

as he wants it to be.  He not only believes in himself and 

pushes himself to succeed, but works on bringing up 

those around him so they can succeed too. 

From the day Erik and I met, there was a bond.  After the 

time we have spent together, he is as much a friend and 

a part of my family as he is someone that I mentor.  The 

impact he has had on my life and the things I have learned 

from him are countless.  When my wedding gets here in a 

few months not only will Erik be there, but he is doing me 

the honor of being a grooms man.  I couldn’t imagine such 

a special event without him.  Thank you CYAR for giving me 

this opportunity and changing my life forever.
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Alessandra’s Salon
Anderson Steel Erectors, Inc.
Apparenza Salon 
	 - Sona Seaton
Argonaut Wine and Liquor
Aspenfalls Spa
Bang Salon
Beau Jo’s
Betsy Abrams
Beujo’s Pizza
Boulder Nutrition & Exercise 
Services - Katie Doran Filkins
Bound by Design 
	 - Ian McKowan
Bound by Design - Ian Rumley	
Buffini & Co.
Casey’s Bistro & Pub
Cherry Creek Optical
Cindy and Mike Sakalas
Colorado Rockies
Comedy Works
Coral Room
Danny Glaser
Dascha Friedl
David Lynn Photography
Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts
Denver Museum of Nature and 
Science
Denver Office of Strategic 
Partnerships
DjUNA
Department of Strategic 
Partnership - Mike Roque
Downtown YMCA
Einstein Bros. Bagels
Erin and Dave Butler
Ford’s Jewelers
Frame by Frame
Giggling Greek
Healthy Woman Fitness
Hotel Jerome
Hotel Monaco
Ian  McKown
Ian Rumley
Jamba Juice
Jay Kratz
Joe Shander
Judy’s Interior Design
Judy’s Treasures
Kenny Electric
Kollage by Kay
Kroenke Sports
Laina Scolnik
Lara Bar
Large Man Resorts, LLC
Liks Ice Cream
Lisa Peloso
Lisa Scolnik
Mani Pedi Nail Salon
Manny’s Dance Mania
Marsha Giordano
Martha Rodriguez

Mary Kay - Tina Houghtaling
McNeil Designer Portraits
Melissa Ward
Mickey Mangold
Mike Downs
Moe’s Broadway Bagel
Molly Myer
MoonDance Botanicals
Natasha Reynolds
Noble Elegance Studio
Noodles & Company 		
	 (Stapleton)
North Star
Old Chicago
	 14th & Market Denver
Oster Jewelers
Pura Vida Chiropraclic LLC
Roberta Giordano
Rujirang Nithayapun
Samadhi Center for Yoga
Sanitas Skincare
Sarah
Simon Says Read
St. Johns Cathedral
Starbucks Coffee Co. 
	 (3rd & Clayton)
Starbucks Coffee Co.
	 (Fillmore St.)
Starbucks Coffee Co. 
(Glendale)
Starcreek
StarzEntertainment 
Productions
Strings
Studio Bead
Tamara Shuck
Tattered Cover Book Store
The Caterers - Steve Shander
The Inn at Cherry Creek
The Salon on 4th
The Vineyard
Three Dogs Tavern
Tiffany and Co.
Title Nine	
Tokyo Joe’s 
Twist & Shout
Uno Pizza
U-Shampooch
Vista Ridge Golf Club
Wahoo Fish Tacos 
Wendy’s
West Woods Golf Club
Wild Alaskan Seafood
Wine Complements	
Wits End Comedy Club



My name is Erik Aguirre and I am a 16 year old sophomore 

at Thomas Jefferson High school. When I started high 

school I started acting up and my grades were so low my 

GPA was down to a 1.2.  I stopped caring about my future 

and anything else that came up. 

At the beginning of the program they took us to the 

mountains which they said was where we were going to 

meet our mentors. While we were up there I was paired 

up with my mentor Scott Beach. Ever since that day Scott 

and I have been best friends.  He has become a part of 

my family and we have each other’s backs in any type of 

problem. I feel that thanks to the program and my mentor, 

my life has been better. 

 I set three goals for myself that I wanted to achieve. They 

were to  get better grades, to have a better relationship 

with my parents, and to finish college. My grades shot 

up since I started the program.  My GPA went from a 1.2 

to a 3.1 and I made honor roll for their first time ever.  

Another goal that got accomplished was to have a better 

relationship with my parents.  And the last goal that I 

have had on my mind is to finish college and get my name 

called out from that podium. I look back in the past and 

see that I have improved thanks to Steps Ahead. They 

have taught me how to deal with problems that I might 

have and to plan things in a helpful way.  All I have to say is 

thanks Steps Ahead.

colorado youth at risk annual report 2007
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Erik Aguirre  my story 

Staments of Financial Position 2007 2006

ASSETS
Current Assets

Cash $111,296 $20,388
Investments - 63,692
Accrued interest receivable - 418
Contributions receivable, current portion 7,860 81,101
Pledges receivable, current portion 98,716 195,308
Deposits and prepaid expenses            3,572            8,204

Total current assets       221,444       369,111

Property and Equipment
Furniture and equipment 6,036 6,036
Less accumulated depreciation         (3,636)         (3,036)

Net property and equipment           2,400            3,000

OtherAssets
Contributions receivable, net of current portion - 3,440
Pledges receivable, net of current portion       329,581      206,648

Total other assets       329,581       210,088

Total assets    $553,425     $582,199

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilities 

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $10,384 $12,394
Note payable, current portion - 83,000

Total current liabilities         10,384         95,394

Net Assets
Unrestricted 543,041 373,363
Permanently restricted - 38,675
Temporarily restricted - 74,767

Total net assets       543,041       486,805
Total liabilities and net assets    $553,425     $582,199
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7

I have been Sanai’s mentor, 

through Colorado Youth 

at Risk, for the past four 

years. Sanai has shown 

her relentless strength, 

courage and kindness 

through several difficult 

situations during this time, 

emerging even stronger. 

Sanai has shown me how 

it is possible to be a strong 

student academically 

along with being a faithful 

and energetic friend and 

inspiration for others.  This 

balance is hard to come by, 

but it is something people 

always strive for.

When I first met Sanai, she 

had recently lost her father 

in a car accident.  Due to 

her estranged relationship 

with him at the time of his 

death, Sanai had a lot of 

self-doubt, confusion, and 

hurt feelings.  She was 

not looking for a mentor 

that would encourage her 

academically-because 

she knew that is not what 

she needed-but rather 

someone that could 

support her with friendship 

and support. I was 

emotionally overwhelmed 

with my choice of becoming 

a mentor, even though I 

wanted to do it, because 

I was unsure how I could 

relate to a teenager going 

through such a hard 

time. I also thought that a 

Caucasian girl from rural 

Wisconsin could have little 

impact on an inner-city 

teenager in Denver. 

Little did I know that no 

matter where you come 

from, no matter your age, 

race or culture, a caring 

adult is ALL that teens 

need. I provided friendship 

"Who would have 

thought that often 

she would become 

the teacher and 

I the student, 

showing me the 

ways of loyalty, 

dedication, 

relentless energy 

and above all hope 

for the future."

to Sanai in the past four 

years and some of my 

experiences to let her know 

that she’s not alone in this 

journey. Who would have 

thought that often she 

would become the teacher 

and I the student, showing 

me the ways of loyalty, 

dedication, relentless 

energy and above all hope 

for the future. 

Colorado Youth at Risk so 

opened my mind to working 

with teens that I chose to 

leave the software industry 

and pursue a career in 

teaching. I just received 

my Masters of Education 

degree and will be a high 

school Marketing teacher in 

the Fall, 2008. 

Nicole Reinan  my story 

Government Grants	 5%
Government Contracts	 5%
Foundations	 6%
Corporations	 5%
Events	 6.5%
Individual Contributions	 29%
In-Kind Contributions	 40%
Earned Income/Other	 .5% 
Workplace Giving	 3%

Fundraising	 19% 
Programs	 73%
General & Administration	 9%

SOURCES OF INCOME

EXPENDITURES
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Tragedy is never welcome, but it has it’s own way of 

opening doors and opening your eyes to what life should 

be about: Living.

Colorado Youth at Risk is what has given me a chance to 

be a better person, see a future of endless opportunities 

and accept my past so that  I can move on and live for 

today.  I can look back almost 4 years ago and can honestly 

say, this program has prepared me for my future.  When 

Nicole, my mentor, came in to my life, I wasn’t so sure that 

it would be a good match.  It took almost a year to truly get 

comfortable with each other, but it was worth it.  Not only 

is she someone I can depend on, but she is like family to 

me. She was a stranger, yet she was there for me at one of 

the worst times in my life.  She has never given up on me. 

She will always be cherished and I treasure her friendship.  

I’ve gained a lifelong friend and family.  I now know how to 

love, trust, and truly be happy whole-heartedly.  Without 

CYAR, I wouldn’t have known how to deal with my tragedy, 

and though I’m still dealing with it, I no longer feel alone, 

and I can look into a brighter future.

Sanai Fennell  my story 

“Steps Ahead m
ade a difference in m

y life by helping m
e to be m

ore confident and go on w
ith school.” –Ana Rom

ero-Espinoza
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“W
hile doing the service learning project, I realized that I can m

ake changes in the com
m

unity, even though I’m
 only sixteen. I learned how

 m
uch of an im

pact one person can m
ake to change the w

orld.” 

“M
y m

entor has been exactly w
hat a m

entor is, som
eone to guide m

e, to talk about m
y feelings, or just see how

 m
y day w

as. She is som
eone I can trust, and som

eone w
ho really truly cares about m

e, and show
s it.” –Adrian Quintana
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I have been Sanai’s mentor, 

through Colorado Youth 

at Risk, for the past four 

years. Sanai has shown 

her relentless strength, 

courage and kindness 

through several difficult 

situations during this time, 

emerging even stronger. 

Sanai has shown me how 

it is possible to be a strong 

student academically 

along with being a faithful 

and energetic friend and 

inspiration for others.  This 

balance is hard to come by, 

but it is something people 

always strive for.

When I first met Sanai, she 

had recently lost her father 

in a car accident.  Due to 

her estranged relationship 

with him at the time of his 

death, Sanai had a lot of 

self-doubt, confusion, and 

hurt feelings.  She was 

not looking for a mentor 

that would encourage her 

academically-because 

she knew that is not what 

she needed-but rather 

someone that could 

support her with friendship 

and support. I was 

emotionally overwhelmed 

with my choice of becoming 

a mentor, even though I 

wanted to do it, because 

I was unsure how I could 

relate to a teenager going 

through such a hard 

time. I also thought that a 

Caucasian girl from rural 

Wisconsin could have little 

impact on an inner-city 

teenager in Denver. 

Little did I know that no 

matter where you come 

from, no matter your age, 

race or culture, a caring 

adult is ALL that teens 

need. I provided friendship 

"Who would have 

thought that often 

she would become 

the teacher and 

I the student, 

showing me the 

ways of loyalty, 

dedication, 

relentless energy 

and above all hope 

for the future."

to Sanai in the past four 

years and some of my 

experiences to let her know 

that she’s not alone in this 

journey. Who would have 

thought that often she 

would become the teacher 

and I the student, showing 

me the ways of loyalty, 

dedication, relentless 

energy and above all hope 

for the future. 

Colorado Youth at Risk so 

opened my mind to working 

with teens that I chose to 

leave the software industry 

and pursue a career in 

teaching. I just received 

my Masters of Education 

degree and will be a high 

school Marketing teacher in 

the Fall, 2008. 

Nicole Reinan  my story 

Government Grants	 5%
Government Contracts	 5%
Foundations	 6%
Corporations	 5%
Events	 6.5%
Individual Contributions	 29%
In-Kind Contributions	 40%
Earned Income/Other	 .5% 
Workplace Giving	 3%

Fundraising	 19% 
Programs	 73%
General & Administration	 9%

SOURCES OF INCOME

EXPENDITURES



My name is Erik Aguirre and I am a 16 year old sophomore 

at Thomas Jefferson High school. When I started high 

school I started acting up and my grades were so low my 

GPA was down to a 1.2.  I stopped caring about my future 

and anything else that came up. 

At the beginning of the program they took us to the 

mountains which they said was where we were going to 

meet our mentors. While we were up there I was paired 

up with my mentor Scott Beach. Ever since that day Scott 

and I have been best friends.  He has become a part of 

my family and we have each other’s backs in any type of 

problem. I feel that thanks to the program and my mentor, 

my life has been better. 

 I set three goals for myself that I wanted to achieve. They 

were to  get better grades, to have a better relationship 

with my parents, and to finish college. My grades shot 

up since I started the program.  My GPA went from a 1.2 

to a 3.1 and I made honor roll for their first time ever.  

Another goal that got accomplished was to have a better 

relationship with my parents.  And the last goal that I 

have had on my mind is to finish college and get my name 

called out from that podium. I look back in the past and 

see that I have improved thanks to Steps Ahead. They 

have taught me how to deal with problems that I might 

have and to plan things in a helpful way.  All I have to say is 

thanks Steps Ahead.

colorado youth at risk annual report 2007
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Erik Aguirre  my story 

Staments of Financial Position 2007 2006

ASSETS
Current Assets

Cash $111,296 $20,388
Investments - 63,692
Accrued interest receivable - 418
Contributions receivable, current portion 7,860 81,101
Pledges receivable, current portion 98,716 195,308
Deposits and prepaid expenses            3,572            8,204

Total current assets       221,444       369,111

Property and Equipment
Furniture and equipment 6,036 6,036
Less accumulated depreciation         (3,636)         (3,036)

Net property and equipment           2,400            3,000

OtherAssets
Contributions receivable, net of current portion - 3,440
Pledges receivable, net of current portion       329,581      206,648

Total other assets       329,581       210,088

Total assets    $553,425     $582,199

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilities 

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $10,384 $12,394
Note payable, current portion - 83,000

Total current liabilities         10,384         95,394

Net Assets
Unrestricted 543,041 373,363
Permanently restricted - 38,675
Temporarily restricted - 74,767

Total net assets       543,041       486,805
Total liabilities and net assets    $553,425     $582,199
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Scott Beach  my story 5

When I decided to be a mentor almost 2 years ago never 

in my wildest imagination did I think that I would get so 

much out of it.  My experiences with CYAR have not only 

made me realize how much one person can accomplish 

within a community, but how being a part of someone’s 

life and watching them grow in maturity, responsibility, 

and confidence every day is so rewarding.

The two years I have spent with Erik have been some of 

the most rewarding years of my life.  I’ve seen him turn 

into a young man that now realizes his future is as bright 

as he wants it to be.  He not only believes in himself and 

pushes himself to succeed, but works on bringing up 

those around him so they can succeed too. 

From the day Erik and I met, there was a bond.  After the 

time we have spent together, he is as much a friend and 

a part of my family as he is someone that I mentor.  The 

impact he has had on my life and the things I have learned 

from him are countless.  When my wedding gets here in a 

few months not only will Erik be there, but he is doing me 

the honor of being a grooms man.  I couldn’t imagine such 

a special event without him.  Thank you CYAR for giving me 

this opportunity and changing my life forever.
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Alessandra’s Salon
Anderson Steel Erectors, Inc.
Apparenza Salon 
	 - Sona Seaton
Argonaut Wine and Liquor
Aspenfalls Spa
Bang Salon
Beau Jo’s
Betsy Abrams
Beujo’s Pizza
Boulder Nutrition & Exercise 
Services - Katie Doran Filkins
Bound by Design 
	 - Ian McKowan
Bound by Design - Ian Rumley	
Buffini & Co.
Casey’s Bistro & Pub
Cherry Creek Optical
Cindy and Mike Sakalas
Colorado Rockies
Comedy Works
Coral Room
Danny Glaser
Dascha Friedl
David Lynn Photography
Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts
Denver Museum of Nature and 
Science
Denver Office of Strategic 
Partnerships
DjUNA
Department of Strategic 
Partnership - Mike Roque
Downtown YMCA
Einstein Bros. Bagels
Erin and Dave Butler
Ford’s Jewelers
Frame by Frame
Giggling Greek
Healthy Woman Fitness
Hotel Jerome
Hotel Monaco
Ian  McKown
Ian Rumley
Jamba Juice
Jay Kratz
Joe Shander
Judy’s Interior Design
Judy’s Treasures
Kenny Electric
Kollage by Kay
Kroenke Sports
Laina Scolnik
Lara Bar
Large Man Resorts, LLC
Liks Ice Cream
Lisa Peloso
Lisa Scolnik
Mani Pedi Nail Salon
Manny’s Dance Mania
Marsha Giordano
Martha Rodriguez

Mary Kay - Tina Houghtaling
McNeil Designer Portraits
Melissa Ward
Mickey Mangold
Mike Downs
Moe’s Broadway Bagel
Molly Myer
MoonDance Botanicals
Natasha Reynolds
Noble Elegance Studio
Noodles & Company 		
	 (Stapleton)
North Star
Old Chicago
	 14th & Market Denver
Oster Jewelers
Pura Vida Chiropraclic LLC
Roberta Giordano
Rujirang Nithayapun
Samadhi Center for Yoga
Sanitas Skincare
Sarah
Simon Says Read
St. Johns Cathedral
Starbucks Coffee Co. 
	 (3rd & Clayton)
Starbucks Coffee Co.
	 (Fillmore St.)
Starbucks Coffee Co. 
(Glendale)
Starcreek
StarzEntertainment 
Productions
Strings
Studio Bead
Tamara Shuck
Tattered Cover Book Store
The Caterers - Steve Shander
The Inn at Cherry Creek
The Salon on 4th
The Vineyard
Three Dogs Tavern
Tiffany and Co.
Title Nine	
Tokyo Joe’s 
Twist & Shout
Uno Pizza
U-Shampooch
Vista Ridge Golf Club
Wahoo Fish Tacos 
Wendy’s
West Woods Golf Club
Wild Alaskan Seafood
Wine Complements	
Wits End Comedy Club



When Manual High school 
reopened in the Fall of 2007 
Colorado Youth at Risk 
was eager to continue our 
relationship with the Manual 
community.  We returned to 
Manual High school as an 
integral partner and provided 
the Steps Ahead for Youth 
program to 46 freshman 
students.  

Colorado Youth at Risk 
launched 3 Steps Ahead 
for Youth programs during 
the same year for the first 
time ever. Since 1996 we 
have launched one or two 
programs per year and 2007 
was the first time we launched 
three programs in one year, 
beginning the mentoring of 
127 youth. 

Due to our participation 
with the Youth Mentoring 
Collaborative, through the 
Department of Strategic 
partnerships with the City and 
County of Denver, we were able 
to transition our database.  
The web-based database 
designed by Civicore gives us 
better capabilities to track, 
report and manage volunteer, 
youth and donor information.

Colorado Youth at Risk 
increased the number of youth 
served in Touchstone by 89%.

Colorado Youth at Risk logged 
21,147 hours, which amounts 
to an in-kind contribution 
of $396,455. This is the 
equivalent of 10 full time 
employees.

Patti Bennett, co-founder of 
the organization and 16 year 
program director of Colorado 
Youth at Risk transitioned 
into the position of Executive 
Director.  Hollen Ferrendelli 
stepped down as the Executive 
Director in December. Colorado 
Youth at Risk is grateful for 
everything Hollen provided 
while in this position.   
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$29,999-$25,000
 Michael McLaughlin

 

$24,999-$15,000
 Joan Brennan

 

$14,999-$10,000
Bob & Melinda Coleman

Jerry Glauser

 

$9999 - $5000
 CiCi Runge

 

$4999-$1000
* Bold Leaders

Michael & Suzannah Brown

Carol & Don Cameron

Frank Corbin *

 Michael Delzer *

Pamela Diamond

Suzanne Diamond

Hollen & Tony Ferrendelli *

Camille Ford *

Denise Garcia

Drew & Kristi Goodman *

Doris Gray *

Matt Hammel

Amy Harmon *

Julie Hendricksen *

Michael Higgins

Chris Hunt *

Chris Jacobson *

GG Johnson *

Art Kleinstein *

Carol & Tim Lovseth

Adam & Christine Mack-

staller *

Charles & Kim Malek

Jason Maples *

Ken & Leslie Matthews *

Susan Meeske *

Grant Merrill *

Robert Mines *

Glenn Morey *

Kathleen Mullens *

Linda Petrie

Brigette Pierce

David Pretzler *

Fred & Barbara Pyle *

Alec & Riley Rhodes *

Brady Rhodes *

Sandra & Bob Rhodes

Thomas & Irene Roberts

Jo Schaalman

Robert Shelden *

Len Silverston *

Robert Smith *

Burt Sullan

James Tomonto *

Lucy Vento *

Melissa Ward *

Cary Weatherford *

Scott Wolf *

Melissa Zeligman

John Zentgraf *

Scott & Linda Zirbel *

Tom Zeiler

 

$999-$500
Usman Ahmed

Keith Ambuhl *

Natasha Badillo

Patti Bennett

Tom Bruns

Roger & Susan Carollo

Neil Collins

Richard Diamond

Michael Donahue*

Adam Giammarinaro

Ann Harrison

Kristine Huddle

Sue Kilgore

Bill Kirton

Michelle Klein

Sudhir Kudva

Jon & Lori Lantz

Jason Lawrence

Dave Luker

Chris Lynn

Michael Martin

Dan McMahon*

Maureen McNamara

Glenna Norvelle *

Ryan Prall

Quentin Robb

Hanna Steplewska *

Melissa Turner

Matt Willis

Kathryn Wilson *

* Bold Leaders

$499-$250
Robert Arciniaga

Greg Asselin

Patricia Bangert

Marshall Barton

Randall Carter 

Jaclyn Casey

Fran Coet

Brian Conboy

Eugene Copel&

Linda Diefendorf

William Donahue

Darby Donohue

Allen Ellison

John Forbes

Don Hartmann

Barry Hirschfeld

Lydia Holzman

Stuart Hutchins

Stephen Kaplan

Christopher Leach

Angela Leach

Bob Leino

Kenneth Miller

Leysa Morris-Noone

Bethany Mulhall

Honey Niehaus

John Oakes

Jon Roberts

Keith Robertson

Mike Roque

Robert Rubey

Amu Rubin

Monique Stemper

Debra Schwartz

Jimmy Shanfield

Robert Shea

Izzy Sonenreich

Mary Strizek

Kenneth Wiig

 

$249-$1.00
Lilia Acevez

Rachel & Paul Adkins

Tracy Aiello

Robin Dee Allen

Mark Anderson

Anthony Wright

Thomas Anthony

Michael J. & Marcia Anziano

Roger Armstrong

Polly Sue Artim

Thomas Barnes

Connor Barry

Joyce Biggio

Lynda Black

Dennis Hugh Boedewig

Justin Borus

Gene Bouchillon

Sarah Bourgraf
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Ninth grade is a crucial 

year for students – 64% of students 

who drop out leave before their sophomore year.

In Denver, only 38% of Latino boys and 51% of 
Latina girls graduated; only 47% of black males 
graduated and 59% of black females; 53% of white
males graduated and 70% of white females.

Denver’s graduation rates 

lag behind national 

averages. Nationwide, 58% of Latino students 

graduated high school, along with 53% of African 

American students, and 76% of white students.  

Research demonstrates 

that youth who are in 

mentoring relationships 

show improved school attendance, have 

better attitudes towards school, and an increased chance 

of going to college.

Colorado has the second highest dropout rate in 

the nation.

Students in urban school districts like Denver 
Public Schools are 34% 

less likely to graduate 

than students in suburban 

districts. 

Students who do not graduate from high school cost 

taxpayers money through social programs such as 

unemployment, welfare, health care, and through costs 

associated with our criminal justice system. One 

high school dropout can 

be expected to cost the 

public over $200,000 over 

the course of his or her 

life.   

1	 Colorado Youth for a Change, 
2007

2	 Colorado Department of 
Education, Class of 2006 
Graduation Data

3	 America’s Promise, Cities in 
Crisis, 2008

4 	Ibid
5 Piton Foundation, 2007
6 	Jekielek, S. et al, Mentoring: A 

Promising Strategy for Youth 
Development, Child Trends 
Research, 2002

7 	United States Department of 
Eduction, 2007

$249-$1.00
Ben Brahinsky 

Ellen Brilliant

Holly Renee Briscoe

Tony Broughton

Eric Burger

Sean Burke

Linda Burris

Brenda Case

Robbi Casey

Kim Cato

Cathy Cavanaugh

Kevin Chadwick

Chevis Collins

Lois Collins

Chris Corbin

Catherine Coucoules

Nicolas Coy

Sharyn Cugnetti

Thomas Damon

Gerald Dash

Lynn Della-Bella

J. Design

Mariah Dickson

Kim Dolan

Kay Cee Drass

Steven Durie

David Durstine

Stephen Edmonds

Jessica Ehrlich

Susan Eichinger

Kristen Emmons

Barbara Englert

Malia English

Susan Evans

Amanda Fein

Anthony Fierro

Ed Flaherty

Erin Foley

Christine Fontane

Garrett Ford

Laurie Fournier

Linda Fox

Ryan Fox

Chayla Freeman

Shawna Friedman

Ronnie Galang

Tim Gallagher

Peter Gelin

Roberta Giordano

Marcy Glisson

Christian Goebel

Jean Gonzales

Mary Grace

Shane Griffon

Tim Griggs

John Groom

Sarah Grumbacher

Brent Guetz

Gloria Guhl

Patrick Halas

Camilla Harp 

Elizabeth Harper

Michael Harrington

Lea Anna Hartman

Gail Lynn Hayutin

Nancy Hegele

Rebecca Heidelberger

Jason Heine

Colleen Henry

David Hicks

Don & Mary Hoagland

Abigail Holahan

Aleathia Hoster

Stephanie Hoy

Patti James

Jerrod Johnson

Kate Johnson

Melody Johnson

Michael Johnson

Sara Johnson

Nature Johnston

Ellen Kauffmann

Wayne Keith

Joanna Kerwin

Michael Kimminau    

Susan & Ross Kinney

Keith Kirkpatrick

Kelly Knapp

David Knochel

George Knochel

Dan Kobler

Susan Koerner

Alyssa Kopf

Bonnie Kossoff

Jay Kratz

Phil & Katherine Kubat

Joanie Kulschbach

Kevin Ladd*

Robert & Debra Lane

Dan Lewandowski

Roberta Locke

Donna Lynne

Jenifer Madson

Janet Markel

Sarah Marks

Jessica Marks

Jessica Martin

Lee Martucci

Joe Mauro

Linda McCashion

Carol McClanahan

Keli Mcgregor

Christine Jude McGuire

Lisa Mendelsberg

Dominick Merlucci

Dave Mitchell

Garrett Miyake

Margaret Moffatt

Erin Morgan

Helen Morgan

Meredith Newman

Alice Olsen

Regina Padilla

Lucia Parker

Herbert Parris

Ron Paulick

Steven Peckar

Vicki Phillips

Jan Podoll

Rodney Rehmer

Curtis Reynolds

Natasha Reynolds

Thomas Reynolds

Michael Robbins

Cindy Robinson

Keyona Robinson

Richard Rodgers

Marla Rodriguez

Anna Rogalska

Michael Rosenberg

Martha Runnette

Tanya Sack

Jennifer Salimi

Jeffrey Sampson

Melissa Schoning

William Shelden

Arthur & Georgina Sheldon

Barbara Sheppard

Carolyn Shipman

Maureen Shively

Patrick Sieber

Karen Shimmering

J.B. Sisneros

Celia Smith

Cheryl Smith

Dona Smith

Doug Smith

E.S. Smith

Michael Smith

Aaron Spatz

Janice Spearman
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Mission

Colorado Youth 

at Risk empowers 

teenage students to 

make life choices 

that positively 

impact their future 

through community 

based mentoring and 

intensive training.

Colorado Youth at Risk

Colorado Youth at Risk was founded 

in 1993 by a group of dedicated, 

passionate community members in 

response to the growing issue of youth 

violence and rising high school drop 

out rates in Denver.  Since then, 

Colorado Youth at Risk has served more 

than 2,500 young people and trained 

more than 750 mentors, changing 

the lives of some of Denver’s most 

marginalized youth. Colorado Youth at 

Risk provides quality training that 

is proven to make a powerful impact, 

not only in the lives of the youth it 

serves but the adult mentor as well.

Programs 

Steps Ahead for Youth

Designed to support ninth grade students that are at risk 

for dropping out of high school, Steps Ahead is a year long 

community based mentoring program. Students participate in 

monthly structured workshops with a community of mentors and 

youth and one on one mentoring. The program is further unique 

because it includes a residential launch course retreat.

Touchstone Leadership

The Touchstone Leadership Program was created for 10th 

to 12th grade students who have already completed Steps 

Ahead. Touchstone focuses on bringing the youth back to 

the foundation skills they have learned while providing an 

environment to use these skills as they plan for the future. 

The program also emphasizes leaderships skills, community 

service, grades, college preparation, graduation, interviewing 

skills, tutoring and career development projects.

$249-$1.00
Dawn Stokes

Chris Sullivan 

Charles Sutherland

Scott Takeda

Keith Trimble

Elaine Tunkel

Jordan Turboff

Timothy Uecker

Raul Valdes-Pages

Andrea Viarreal

Terrie Viarreal

Charles & Brenda Vitaska

Susan Wagner

Joan Walker

Thea Watt

Carey Weatherwax

Jeff Webb

Deb Weed

Clifford Weinberger

George White

K. Whitman

Rachael Williams

Sabrina Williams

Mark Willis

Peter Willis

New Student 
Sustainers 2007
Committed to donating 
$2500 each year for 5 years

David Williams

 

New Graduation
Sponsors 2007
Committed to donating 
$5,000 each year for 5 
years

David Rolfe

Eric Miller, Laser 

Technology, Inc.

 

New Bold Leaders 2007
Committed to donating 
$1000 each year for 5 years

Yuko Aoyagi

Kevin Duncan

Brett Ford

Mark & Marsha Giordano

Terry Granger

Dan Grooters

Doug Haeussner

Daniel Klowden

Laura Love

David Luebke

Pete Metropulos

Rick Meyer

Johann Rowan

Claudia VanOrden

Katrina Wallingford

Bryan Wright

Scott & Linda Zirbel

 

Foundations
Anschutz Family 
Foundation

Anschutz Foundation

Charles Schwab Corp. 
Foundation

Colorado Children's Cam-
paign

Denver Foundation

DTC Rotary Club

ECA Foundation, Inc.

Liberty Gives Foundation

Qwest Foundation

Rollie R. Kelley Family

Rose Foundation

State of Colorado Grant

The Community Founda-
tion

Wells Fargo Foundation

Wild Rose United Church

Youth Opportunity Founda-
tion

Corporate Partners
Agilutions Consulting, LLC

Air Pollution Testing, Inc.

Anderson Steel Erectors, 
Inc.

B. Gardening, LLC

Becton Dickson & CO.

Cardel Master Builder, Inc

CH2MHill

CM Yates Real Estate

Consultants

Colorado Capital Bank  

Colorado Rockies Baseball 

Club

Colorado State Bank & Trust

Community Shares of 

Colorado 

CRA Financial Services

Eaton, Cole, LLC

Ehrhardt Keefe Steiner & 

Hottman, PC

EnCana

George Washington High 
School

Good Search

Great-West Life

Greenhouse Partners 

Scholars

Hi Country Sign Service

Holland & Hart

I Give

IBM Employee Ser Cen

Icon Gala Awards

Intra Financial

Jennison Associates, LLC

Kaiser Permanente

Kutak Rock

Meridian Golf Management 

Company

Merrill Lynch Houston

Microsoft Corporation

Mile High Real Estate Valu-

ations, Inc.

Mile High United Way

Minor & Brown PC

MoonDance Botanicals

Mountain Financial, LLC

 Now & Zen Productions, 

LLC

 Ocean, LLC

Oppenheimer Funds Inc.

Park Meadows Holdings

Pelligrini Solutions, Inc

Premier Mortgage Funding, 

LLC

REI Charitable Action 

Campaign

Rothgerber Johnson & 

Lyons, LLP

Sababa Corporation

Saint John's Cathedral

Stockamp & Associates

Sun Group Matching

TIAA CREF

Tinaa, LLC

United Advertising Corp.

United Airlines Work Place 

Giving

Verizon

Annual Report Design
Amanda Villalobos

Thank you all!
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Perseverance is a virtue that is embodied in every success. 

It can be observed daily in the life of a high school student 

who take aim at graduating as well as in the life of a mentor 

who challenges and supports that student to succeed. Yet 

before success can be tasted, a decision must be made to 

act and to overcome whatever may get in the way. It is at 

that exact point where character is built and the ability to 

persevere grows stronger. 

2007 was a year of perseverance for Colorado Youth at Risk.  

With the looming realization that expenses were climbing 

and revenues not keeping pace, action was required during 

the year by our staff and volunteers to “right the ship”. Many 

of you answered the call for help and donated your time 

and treasure to help ensure the long term viability of our 

organization. Success resulted and the foundation upon 

which CYAR sits – our community – grew stronger while the 

character of our organization was enhanced.  

In December of 2007, one of the founders of Colorado Youth 

at Risk, Patti Bennett, took the helm as Executive Director. 

She brings over 15 years of experience with the organization 

as well as a deep passion for the youth in our community. 

Her strong leadership has already shown immeasurable 

significance as we move toward the future.    

I encourage you to take time and read this report. I believe 

you will feel a sense of pride for the organization and realize 

the positive impact that Colorado Youth at Risk has had 

on so many lives. I would like to thank you for being a part 

of the growing community of volunteers, mentors, donors, 

youth, and interested individuals that make up the fabric 

of Colorado Youth at Risk. Lastly, I would like to encourage 

you to continue to be committed to our organization and to 

share in the success of the many youth that we serve. 

Thank you,

Alec Rhodes

2008 Chair, Board of Directors

Robert Arciniago, President/Chairman of the Board
President/CEO, CRA Financial Services, Inc.; Chair, Latino Advisory Committee and Board 
Member, Better Business Bureau Foundation; Co-Chair, Membership Committee, Board 
Member, Young Entrepreneurs Organization

Michael V. Brown
FUNdraising & Golf Committee Member; The Cherry Creek Group at Smith Barney

Michael Delzer,  President 
First Class Financial Services-Denver, CO; Wish Grantor, Make a Wish Foundation; Mentor, 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters

Brett Ford,  Treasurer, Finance Committee Chair
Regional Vice President, Transamerica Capital, Inc., Denver, CO; Mentor, CYAR

Camille Ford
Partner, King Chapman & Broussard, Inc.-Houston, TX
President’s Council, Regis University, Class Representative 1987, Regis University

Charles Malek
Vice President/Vice Chairman of the Board, General Manager, V.P. Sales & Marketing/Part-
ner, Pearl Beverages LLC-Denver, CO, President, Friends of Manual, Co-President Jerry 
McCracken Scholarship Fund; Leadership Denver

Alec Rhodes, Fundraising Chair 
Broker, Fuller & Company-Denver, CO; Funding Chair/Camp Counselor, Children’s Hospital 
Burn Camp; Volunteer Leader, Young Life

Dr. Sandra Rhodes
Doctor of Psychology, Private Practice and Clinical Supervisor at the University of Denver 
School of Professional Psychology-Denver, CO; Board Member, Denver Children’s Home; 
Board Member & Pro-Bono Volunteers, Mental Health Association of Colorado; Member, 
Association for Conflict Resolution

Marla Rodriguez
Director of Marketing & Public Relations, Emily Griffith Opportunity School-Denver, CO; 
Volunteer, Danskin Triathlon Series; Volunteer, Black Professional Consortium; Member, 
College Sports Information Directors 

Timothy D. Scott
Esq. – Legal Counsel; Minor & Brown, P.C.

Robert Shelden
Director of Sales, Purelink.Net Inc., Littleton, CO; Mentor, CYAR

Robert Smith
Principal/Owner, Eaton/Cole, LLC-Denver, CO; Member, Rotary Club

Chad Steele
Computer Consultant, Cyber Reality-Denver, CO; Environment Volunteer, Ocean Journey, 
CORAL, Dolphin Institute, Jane Goodall Institute, Diane Fossey Institute, Orangutan Foun-
dation International 

Christopher Sullivan
Board Secretary and Chair, Celebrity Golf Tournament Term:  July 2004 - December 2007; 
Attorney, Rothgerber, Johnson & Lyons LLP-Denver, CO; Board Member, Association for 
Senior Citizens; Instructor, Aspen Achievement Academy; Counselor, Camp Dudley

Katie Wilson
PR/Marketing & Events Chair; Senior Associate, JohnstonWells Public Relations-Denver, 
CO; Tutor, Cole Middle School, Mentor, CYAR, PR Committee YouthBiz
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